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Safe work practices for Stonemasons and Consumers using quartz materials. 
 

 
Recently there has been a heightened level of awareness about the issue of silicosis and silica dust 
and the need for a continuous safe working environment for stonemasons. 
 
What is silica?  
 
Crystalline Silica (or 'Silica') commonly occurs in nature as the quartz mineral and is one of the most 
common and strongest minerals on earth, products are comprised of approximately 90% quartz. 
 
Silica is a component of many manufactured products in daily use, such as glass, pottery and quartz 
surfaces. Silica is not limited to quartz materials and is very commonly used in construction products 
in various concentrations in bricks, blocks, tiles, slabs, cement and concrete. Many people are 
exposed to silica in their daily lives. 
 
Adelaide Marble- Safe Working Environments 
 
Adelaide Marble Specialist have been and continue to implement a high level of manufacturing safety 
standards for staff and consumers.  Adelaide Marble Specialists ensure that stonemasons have been 
and are equipped with the appropriate tools –including (not limited to); masks (filter systems), 
protective eye wear and coveralls. 
 
Consumers can be assured that products are perfectly safe in their manufactured state. 
 
The product has been installed in millions of houses, apartments, hotels, restaurants, cafes and 
buildings around the world that require the strictest standards of cleanliness and sterility. 
However, when fabricating the products (cutting, polishing, etc.) silica dust is generated. Exposure to 
such dust above permissible levels can be dangerous.  Cutting and polishing in the factory at Adelaide 
Marble is completed using water- which eliminates the large volume of dust that can occur when 
manufacturing quartz. Silicosis develops only as a result of ongoing repeated exposure to silica dust 
(mainly occupational) in high volumes and when the correct safety procedures are not followed. 
 
Adelaide Marble has ensured that the correct manufacturing of quartz products have been 
followed as per the technical information given by the individual engineered stone companies. 
Adelaide Marble Specialists have sourced quality machinery and tools that are used with water 
to eliminate the high levels of dust that have been recognized as being harmful. 
 

Adelaide Marble is committed to and is constantly working towards safer working practices for their 
staff and clients.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Miteloudis 
Managing Director 
AMS Surfaces & Adelaide Marble Specialists 


